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1. Introduction

‘.\“\hll and m\ph\n dmmmmum\ n \1\\xnl\nu1\ml ‘\\\n\xmkn\;;_ rargeting of

uwﬂ\mumln-snl color for toxc waste facilities. and unJvrhm-ur\\ng and oV .»dvuns«mn.;.v.

Sacwivedk: 1 Fobomory 3 -

accopted 24 Fubemary & % communities have been collectively termed env ironmental racism (1] and have p\.\gm\l
Prbiinied: 38 Februsry w2 the United States for J\-\.‘Jni,l The env mnmmul justice (E)) mon ement demands that

o . P everyone s entitled O equal protection and enforcement of env ironmental health, housing

T o g o jurdtis land use, transportation. eneTRyY and civil rights laws and regulations 3l and over the
past 30 years, has ‘-n-v,n-“-\i 1o incorporate all aspects of where we live work, play. and

pblbabued o o S

il pray” 13 Additionally, E] has expanded 103 framework for organizing [+ J to include
but not be limited t© food justice [10], green spac kL dimate chang® 12 immigrant
and indigenous rights [13] and refusbishment of prownfields [14] The € framework

delineates the necessity of centening the expenences of low-income groups communities of

Coprm

3y the s color, and undﬂnvnﬂ'nh‘d groups 0 reduce the dhyr\v‘\vr\hvr\.ﬂ;‘ exposure 10 adverse
Liverere MOFL Ha= Suitseriand. €NV ronmental impacts and hazards.

hin aricle s an OP" scxwen TR The p.lm-nm\,-, of env mnnwm.\\ ineguity has receiV od great .mnm-n‘ ] and many
st mder S S i studies have further pighlighted the perY ssive nature of race 83 the variable most consis-
tently associated W ith higher risk and yn-nmm o env ronmental hazands Accordingly,
x-\ﬂ!vurdﬁ\cd communities have been a focus area for many institutions, foundation ¥

tatives, and pr.)\hhun«1~ in the fields of public health, public policy. urban planning.
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Outreach

The objective is to provide information to the public
based on information that the researcher deems
important.
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Involve

Work with community to understand issues and
problems and includes community in
identifying options for addressing concerns.
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Collaborate
Bidirectional partnership that seeks advice for
collective decision-making.
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Shared Leadership
Relationships are bi-directional, final decision-making
outreach is at the community level, and strong partnerships are
formed.
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Community-led
Vision and priorities are established by community,
efforts are spearheaded by community, partnerships
built on local strength.
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Definition

community fully involved in
shaping their own project

Study Examples

people for Less Pollution and Center for Health

Environite gHaPeTatcd with an environmental advocacy center for technical

Community- | and did not identify an and orgamzmg assistance to stop an international paper company from burning
led academic partner guiding or | tire derived fuel. The community group began a letter writing campaign to a
engaged in addressing the local paper, gathered petition signatures, distributed fliers, and engaged in
issue of concern. lobbying with state policymakers.”
Development of an action-orienong public health professionals,
i% entities have formed sirone business leaders, k-16 schoels, nOI=Prefes anizations, and cdmmunity .
L. o parimership structures and re51dents‘ dedicated to'reducmg nelghborheod toxins. Accdmphshments_ entail
o Al the creation ef an envrronmental.health priority hst_ for action, community health
the commuiiylevel Wdrker position, funding for env1romnental educatlon, and advocacy for healthy
neighborhoods and new construction of asthma-friendly housing units, and
community-engaged strategies building advocacy among target community.’®
bidirectional Household exposure assessment of air and dust pollutants conducted among 50
G homes with testing of over 150 compounds completed by a reg10nal _
formation of partnership envrronmental justice advocacy orgamzatlon trained to condygiss ring,
Collaborate W commurylon each du ection and interviews. The study rigor was ensured
Gspect Of prolc el from . study deslgn, choosing samplrng sites, recruitment methods, list
et hlon orehe for analysrs,. and protocol for dissemination of findings to
participants and community.”’
participatory form of Researchers and community members collaborate to develop focus group format
communication, that was dto.canduct 4 focus groups prioritizing environmental exposures
Involvement | bidirectional a <~» or discussion and action. Information gathered
communication, and entities | Was reporea o grmnunity and utilized to lead an environmental education
cooperate with each other program targeted at YOUth
erearch b ansyier sckine Participants were recruited to participate in one of fourteen focus groups
Consultation | and gets feedback from the conducted among women Agmil A commumty'of study to assess knowledge
) and action concerning t » f five specr_ﬁc risk reduction strategies to
inform the development 0 action campaign.”®
A study enrolled resrdents across 16 communities in twwe dally data collectlon
SO T o to monitor ambient particulate matt, followed by J
Outreach ipjermationis provided o to develop study data collection instrumeng€. Data gathered was reported back)

community

participants in person though 1nd1v1dua1 and grotip
of visual choropleth and dot maps.*°
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Abstract: Env nunnwm.\\ justice (E)) efforts aimed at capacity puilding are essential to addressing

Communi
environmental health Jisparities; however: imited attention has been aven to describing these m uni ty ’ 1' t

efforts. This study reports findings from a SCOpiIng review of uunmmmv—.u.nh-mu p‘\rln\'r-vhlp\
and \'nn\m\ml(\'-lrd efforts to address \'l\\‘lrunn\cl\(a\ inequities related to it water, and land

pollution in the United States. Literatirs published in peer-reviewed journals from Januasy 1986 O m .

P rough March 2018 were ncluded, and community capacity theory Was applied as 3 framework m un 1 ty p O e

for \u\drr\\.\ndmg the scope ©f c.\‘\\ul\'-bm\dmg and community change strategies 0 address E)

concermns. Paired teams of u\dcpﬂ\d\'l\l analysts conducted 2 search tor relevant articles (n = &%°%

citations identified), filtered records for content abstraction and p\w.nmu inclusion (1 = 163) and

Communi Vv
characterized selected studies (7 58). Most articles m.p\.-mmml activities that were aligned with 1 t a ] u e

community capacity dimensions of citizen pnump.\non (964%, 1 53). community power (7¢ n
!

- 45), leadership (78%, n = 45), and networks (8 y = 47); few articles identified 2 direct policy

LV
change (22%. "~ 13), and many articles discussed the policy implications of findings for future ™ ork ( r 1 t 1 C
(62%, n = 36). This review synthesizes three decades of efforts to reduce € ironmental inequitics a l eﬂectj

and identifics strategic .\ppn\\\‘\u—~ used for strengthening community capacity

K:ywmdx:mmmunu\ capacity; env sronmental |u~l|u-,u\mn\m\u\ organizing: n\ul‘l\llalum,vnl.l\

justice; advocacy | | | Lea derSh jp

—— Networks

As Jrlu'uL\\--d by Dr Robert Bullard and other pn-n“m-nl scholars and leaders in the
m\-mmnn-uml justice (ED movement, “everyone 1% entitled 10 equal protection and equal

aforcement of our en¥ ronmental health, housing land use, transportation: D ergy and civil rishts e SO

Ionws and regulations” (1), in all the places e here we live, work, piaY: worship, and 80 © school” ur C e S
[1].Inthe United States. the E] moV ement has grown in response tOSY stematic inequities in exposures

1o lead and air pollution: groundw ater contamination and drinking water safety: dose proximity to

noxious facilities and nuclear plants; Jocation of landfills, incinerators. and abandoned oxic waste ense Of CO y
cites; placement ©Of transportation thoroughfares; illegal dumping; superfund St and unequal mm u n 1 ty,

I, ], Exwiron. Res. Public Health 2020, 17, 376 ok 103390 serph1 7113765 www.mdph o sournal/ilerph

Goodman R
M, Speers M
. ! A
the dimensions of C0n:| IVIcheroy K, et al. Identifyin
measurement. Heal munity capacity to provid g and defining
. Health Educ Behav. Jun 1998 le(e?’;l basis for y
’ :258-78.




CAPACITY-BUILDING ACTIVITIES™

Basic engagement

1 i

partnership education connectedness

Deep engagement

S incentives

financial

& i .ﬂ. :" '
social 3
capital root causes technical asst.

citizen networks community leadership sense of resources community critical skills community
participation power community history reflection val@
f

Williamson et al. A Scoping Review of Capacity-building Efforts to Address Environmental Justice Concerns. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health. 2020:17(11), 3765.






COMMUNITY CAPACITY AS A LENS TO ADDRESS INEQUITIES
AND BUILD PARTNERSHIP

Creates greater understanding of:
v'resources needed
v’how resources are identified
v’ how communities can mobilize

Stresses the importance of:
v'transferable knowledge,
v'skills

v'systems

Citizen participation
Community history
Community power
Community values

Critical reflection
Leadership
Networks
Resources
Sense of community
Skills




v'An intentional process

v'Grounded in building relationships based on respect

v'Allows for shared values, priorities, alternative perspectives

v'Uplifts lived experiences, alternative ways of knowing, community expertise

v'Shares decision-making power, builds trust, and is focused on equity

L)
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