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* Clinical and Translational Science Awards Consortium 
Community Engagement Key Function Committee Task Force 

on the Principles of Community Engagement
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/communityengagement/
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Frameworks that center community & build capacity
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Outreach
The objective is to provide information to the public 
based on information that the researcher deems 
important.



Consult
Obtain and consider feedback/input on issues, ideas, and decisions.



Involve
Work with community to understand issues and 
problems and includes community in 
identifying options for addressing concerns.



Collaborate
Bidirectional partnership that seeks advice for 
collective decision-making.



Shared Leadership
Relationships are bi-directional, final decision-making 
is at the community level, and strong partnerships are 
formed.



Community-led
Vision and priorities are established by community, 
efforts are spearheaded by community, partnerships 
built on local strength.
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Goodman RM, Speers MA, McLeroy K, et al. Identifying and defining 
the dimensions of community capacity to provide a basis for 
measurement. Health Educ Behav. Jun 1998;25(3):258-78.

Citizen participation
Community history
Community power
Community values
Critical reflection

Leadership
Networks
Resources 

Sense of community
Skills 



citizen
participation

networks community
power

leadership sense of
community

resources community
history

critical
reflection

skills community
values

Basic engagement

Deep engagement

partnership connectednesse d u c a t i o n$ incentives

r o o t  c a u s e s valuestechnical asst.

financial
& 

social 
capital

Williamson et al. A Scoping Review of Capacity-building Efforts to Address Environmental Justice Concerns. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health. 2020:17(11), 3765.





COMMUNITY CAPACITY AS A LENS TO ADDRESS INEQUITIES 
AND BUILD PARTNERSHIP

Creates greater understanding of:
9resources needed 
9how resources are identified
9how communities can mobilize

Stresses the importance of:
9transferable knowledge, 
9skills
9systems
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9An intentional process

9Grounded in building relationships based on respect 

9Allows for shared values, priorities, alternative perspectives

9Uplifts lived experiences, alternative ways of knowing, community expertise

9Shares decision-making power, builds trust, and is focused on equity
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